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OVERVIEW

• Dodge County has been able to reach its citizens in new and interactive ways 
thanks to ESRI products such as StoryMaps, Hub, and Web Maps. This 
presentation will showcase specific examples of each of these products and 
how we use them in our county.



WHAT IS A STORYMAP?

• An education and outreach tool

• Relaunched in July of 2019 as ArcGIS StoryMaps (previously ESRI Story Maps)

• A more interactive version of PowerPoint

• Offers a smoother way to incorporate images, videos, and maps



STORYMAP CREATION

• Envision your story

• What are you trying to display?

• Who is your audience?

• Template selection



SIDECAR



GUIDED MAP TOUR



EXPLORER MAP TOUR



STORYMAP EXAMPLES AND WHERE TO USE THEM

• Public information on Dodge County website

• County Facilities: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/eebe6493000942cfb7f10801634e4437

• Education in schools:

• Recycling: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0a6236f407a8475d93b494abadd700b3

• Water Quality: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7d8f14a56c37468ebc2ebda7a273ab86

• Preserving and sharing history online:

• History of Wasioja: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72099c64a25744ebb729a5e0e771dee2

• Mantorville Walking Tour: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2da0da93288e4076b3116a5f2c079620

• Linked on the Dodge County Historical Society website

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/eebe6493000942cfb7f10801634e4437
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0a6236f407a8475d93b494abadd700b3
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7d8f14a56c37468ebc2ebda7a273ab86
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72099c64a25744ebb729a5e0e771dee2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2da0da93288e4076b3116a5f2c079620






STORYMAPS CONCLUSION

• Pros:

• Very universal

• Easy to learn

• Frequent updates

• Cons:

• Customizing can be difficult (theme builder)

• Relies heavily on photographic content



WHAT IS A WEB MAP?

• An interactive and customizable web based map that is linked directly to your 
desktop layers. 



WEB MAP CREATION

• From our office, we communicate with 
our GIS specialist to create a web map 
from an existing layer or layers.

• We highlight what attributes we want 
visible and send a layer file to preserve 
symbology



WEB MAP EXAMPLES

• Historic Places of Dodge County: 
https://maps.co.goodhue.mn.us/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d
6f313ce68324bb6a6178cc39cb5b44e

• Dodge County Recreation: 
https://maps.co.goodhue.mn.us/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5
0d8b3c424c44430be18eced7259e0df

• Septic Contractor Map

https://maps.co.goodhue.mn.us/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d6f313ce68324bb6a6178cc39cb5b44e
https://maps.co.goodhue.mn.us/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=50d8b3c424c44430be18eced7259e0df




WEB MAP CONCLUSIONS

• Pros

• PDF Linking

• External URL Linking

• Customizable design

• Ability to have many layers on one map

• Cons

• Changes made to ArcPro layers will not immediately reflect on web maps

• Must be knowledgeable in ArcPro



WHAT IS HUB? • Interactive and customizable website that houses ESRI 
apps like StoryMaps and Web Maps.



HUB CREATION

• Again, our office worked with our GIS specialist to create a blank hub for us

• During creation think about…

• What are you trying to display?

• Will more than one person be able to edit?

• Who is your audience?

• Public

• Internal Staff

• Non-GIS users



DODGE COUNTY GIS HUB 
EXAMPLE

• https://dodge-county-hub-
goodhueco.hub.arcgis.com/

https://dodge-county-hub-goodhueco.hub.arcgis.com/


HUB CONCLUSIONS

• Pros

• Houses all ESRI apps in one place

• One Hub can serve many functions

• Easy to navigate for public use

• Cons

• Moderate learning curve for editing

• Could be more customizable

• Particular on linking videos, photos, and ESRI apps



FINAL THOUGHTS

• I started using these apps on a free trial I created through my personal email. Showed an example from 
my free trial to our GIS specialist and was given permission to access the AGOL. 

• The best way to learn these apps is just by doing it. Click around and figure out what all the buttons do 
even if you do not have a final idea in mind.

• If you get hung up, ESRI and YouTube have resources, but I encourage troubleshooting on your own.

• You might have to revisit a site or topic many times before you have a final product.

• Inspired by previously existing Olmsted and Goodhue products.



FINAL THOUGHTS

• ESRI Apps have opened the door to modernizing and digitizing resources we have for the county. 

• Creating a final draft for these apps can take time, it usually takes a willing individual to make sure the 
project is published.

• ESRI has many helpful links to help you while you are creating or editing these apps.



QUESTIONS?

JACKSON.MILLER@CO.DODGE.MN.US

(507) 635-6273


