
Minutes from SE MN GIS User Group Meeting  

Wabasha County Board Room, October 8, 2009 

 

Attendees: 

Shawn Gertken, Wabasha County 
Rick Garmers, CAD Technician 
Laurie Nagle, Transportation Specialist (MNDot) 
Debbie Persoon Bement, Transportation Specialist (MNDot) 
Josh Schoen, Rice County 
Dave Wavrin, Steele County 
Greg Rowley, RPU 
Michelle Trager, Rice County 
Teresa Ennis, Rice County 
Leanne Knott, City of Red Wing 
Lawrence Svien, NRCS 
Tyler Prahl, ESRI 
Alan Laumeyer, Goodhue County 
Mark Engle, Yaggy Colby Associates 
Tom Hoffman, Winona County 
Nick Meyers, Winona County 
Joe Riebe, Rice County 
George Jordan, Widseth Smith Nolting 
Scott Hameister, mPower Innovations 
Ryan Moore, RPU 
Eric Miller, GIS/Survey Tech 
David Falk, mPower Innovations 
 
 
Session I: Tim Loesch, GIS Operations Supervisor for the Minnesota DNR 
 
Tim Loesch presented tips and tricks for use with the new SE MN LiDAR dataset 
 

• Display Techniques: DEM, shaded relief, color scales 
• Raster Properties: Statistics, pyramids 
• Raster Processing: Mosaic, Hillshade, Slope, Neighborhood, Bluffs 
• DEM and LiDAR Toolset: Convert Z values to feet, LAS to contours, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Session II: David Falk/Scott Hameister, mPower Innovations 
 
David Falk and Scott Hameister demonstrated their Integrator Software web interface. Some of 
the software capabilities included: 
 

• User-drive queries 
• Fit-to-scale PDF maps 
• Select ODBC data source 
• Add user rights 
• Build custom reports using a style wizard, zoom builder and report wizard 

 
Session III: Shawn Gertken, Wabasha County 
 
Shawn Gertken demonstrated OpenSource web GIS software: 
 
Mapguide Open Source 2.0.2 is now available as a free download and is a web-based platform 
used for quick development and deployment. MapGuide offers the following features: 
 

• AJAX viewer with tiled map display 
• Feature selection by point, polygon, rectangle or radius 
• Displays feature properties in multi-line tool tips 
• Supports feature buffering, measuring tool, plotter/printer support 
• Perform Coordinate Reprojection 
• Configure log-in access 
• Serve applications with Apache or IIS 
• Works with Microsoft IE, Firefox and most other browsers 

 
Meeting ended at 12:10 PM. Next meeting scheduled for January in Rochester (date to be 
determined). 


