SEMN GIS Users Group
Olmsted County Planning Department, 2122 Campus Drive SE, Rochester, 55904
Thursday, May 31%, 2007  10:00am —12noon
Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Sarah Schrader — Goodhue County Leanne Knott — City of Red Wing

Teresa Sperl — Goodhue County Dave Wavrin — Steele County

Danea Swenson — Fillmore County Jan Chezick — Olmsted County

Jim Bunning — Scott County Ron Hensley — Olmsted County

Shawn Gertken — Wabasha County Tom Hoffman — Winona County

Ryan Moore — Rochester Public Utilities Angie Kolz - WHKS

Mary Sheehan — Olmsted County Dave Wittman — Olmsted County

Dan Pitts — City of Northfield Charlie Kost — Southwest State University
Action Items

AGENDA
Introductions
3 new people attended this meeting!

Governor’s Council Meeting (May 16™) Update - Dave Wavrin, Jan Chezick, Ryan Moore

The Governor’s Council on Geographic Information held their May 16™ meeting in St. Cloud and

invited representatives from the different regional GIS users groups to attend.
+«+ What are regional GIS users groups doing around the state? What can we do better? What GIS
level are the group members at?

+«+ How some group differ: MetroGIS has paid staff to help run their group.

%+ Our group is very similar to the Southwest MN users group since we cover a large geographic
area. This users group has approximately 50-60 members on the email distribution list and
averages 12 members attending each meeting. These are very similar numbers to our group.

«+ County Recorder’s Fund: Changes in the fees that the County Recorder’s office charges for
recording documents has created a fund that can be used for projects helping with land records
creation or maintenance. This money can be used for GIS-related projects if the project helps
with land records.

0 Olmsted County used these funds to upgrade their file server for their ArcIMS site.

» Cass County, ND, and Clay County, MN, are involved in a users group that is more informal but

is going pretty strong.

%

Overview of Minnesota County GIS Association (MCGISA) — Charlie Kost, Southwest State University

% MCGISA is an association in the initial planning stages of being created.
+«+ The focus would be on county GIS issues only.

¢ There will be an article in the GIS/LIS summer newsletter regarding this initiative. There will
also be a session on this topic at the 2007 fall GIS/LIS conference in Rochester.

The full version of this powerpoint presentation is available in pdf format on the users group website.

Schrader: Send Kost a contact list of meeting attendees

Review Results from the Users Group Recent Online Survey
+«+» 36 members responded to the online survey and there was a lot of great feedback from the survey
including write-in answers.




% According to the survey, there was strong interest in creating a new users group website and
creating a steering committee.
0 Since the survey was completed, Ryan Moore set up a new website for the users group
via Yahoo groups.

The full version of this survey is available in pdf format on the users group website.

Overview of Newly-Created Yahoo Groups Format for Members
We did not have internet access to show a live demo of the online site at this meeting but will demo at
the next meeting.
% Meeting agendas, location maps, and minutes are available for viewing and printing on this site.
+«+ Calendar for group activities, meetings, other GIS events and training going on throughout the
State.
+«+ Auvailability of a poll area to send surveys and collect results and distribute them to the group.
¢ Currently, there are 16 members who have signed in to the website. (As of May 2007)
+« After more members are signed in to the Yahoo groups website, users group information and
documents will be removed from its current location on Goodhue County’s GIS webpage.

Moore: Re-send the users group members the invitation to sign up for the tech groups online.

Discuss Creation of a Steering Committee
+» SEMN users group averages 12 attendees per meeting and has approximately 70 members on its
email distribution list. Creating a Steering Committee could better help facilitate activities on
behalf of the users group such as setting up trainings or mini-workshops and also help set up
future meetings.
+« By a majority vote by meeting attendees, the users group members will select 6 members to be
part of a Steering Committee.
o0 A nomination form will be set up on the new users group website. Deadline for
nominations is Friday, June 29"
o0 Ryan Moore will compile the list of nominated members, set up a poll for voting and will
notify members when it is set up. Deadline for voting is Friday, July 27"

Moore: Email the users group members directions regarding how to go online and nominate members
and vote for the steering committee.

Possible topics/items for next meeting:
e Live demonstration of the new users group website.
e Mel Obbink of the Sidwell Company — vendor presentation

Next meeting: September, Date TBD; Hosted by Winona County



