
Development of a Development of a 
County GISCounty GIS

Steele County, MNSteele County, MN



Initial Planning StageInitial Planning Stage

Began around 1990Began around 1990
No existing hard copy mapsNo existing hard copy maps
Work started on parcel mappingWork started on parcel mapping
Land Offices budgeted $4000 each Land Offices budgeted $4000 each 
for 2 years for 2 years –– County Board deleted County Board deleted 
each year.each year.







County BoardCounty Board

Mid 1990’s Mid 1990’s –– questioned why questioned why 
county not moving forward with county not moving forward with 
GISGIS
“Peer Pressure” from other “Peer Pressure” from other 
CommissionersCommissioners
Set up GIS Committee of Dept. Set up GIS Committee of Dept. 
HeadsHeads



GIS CommitteeGIS Committee

Consisted of Dept. Heads that would Consisted of Dept. Heads that would 
benefit from GISbenefit from GIS
Included City of OwatonnaIncluded City of Owatonna
P & Z Director first ChairP & Z Director first Chair



Funding the ProjectFunding the Project

Bonding for Joint Dispatch CenterBonding for Joint Dispatch Center
“Piggy“Piggy--backed” GIS funding with backed” GIS funding with 
JDCJDC
Board approves $400,000 for GISBoard approves $400,000 for GIS
Also $50,000 for each year (2) of Also $50,000 for each year (2) of 
project project 





Work Resumes…Work Resumes…

Aerial Photography first priorityAerial Photography first priority
Hired Hired MarkHurdMarkHurd, flown 4/2000, delivered , flown 4/2000, delivered 
6/2001 (updated 4/2005)6/2001 (updated 4/2005)
Parcel mapping started 8/2001 Parcel mapping started 8/2001 –– PWAPWA
Completed in 8/2002Completed in 8/2002
Internet site goes on line 4/2004Internet site goes on line 4/2004



Office of GISOffice of GIS

Established July 2002Established July 2002

A subdivision of Information Services A subdivision of Information Services ––
considered a “neutral” office.considered a “neutral” office.



GIS usersGIS users

Planning & Zoning  Planning & Zoning  -- ArcviewArcview 3.x3.x
Assessor Assessor –– ArcviewArcview 3.x, 3.x, AutoCadAutoCad LiteLite
E911 E911 –– ArcviewArcview 3.x3.x
Owatonna City Planner Owatonna City Planner –– 3.x3.x



GIS SoftwareGIS Software

ArcMapArcMap 9.x9.x
AutoCadAutoCad Land Desktop 2006Land Desktop 2006
ArcViewArcView 3.33.3
ArcIMSArcIMS
Manifold 6.0Manifold 6.0
Manifold Database CommanderManifold Database Commander



Responsibilities of GIS Responsibilities of GIS 
OfficeOffice

Maintain parcel mapsMaintain parcel maps
Assign rural addresses for E911Assign rural addresses for E911
Database work for IS Dept.Database work for IS Dept.
Data developmentData development
Coordinating GIS activitiesCoordinating GIS activities
Provide for information requests from within & Provide for information requests from within & 
without the countywithout the county



GIS Office ProjectsGIS Office Projects

Historical Society Tour GuideHistorical Society Tour Guide
Downtown parking mapDowntown parking map
Plat BookPlat Book
ISTS projectISTS project
CCGISCCGIS
GIS Web SiteGIS Web Site
Owatonna beltline/TH 14 improvementsOwatonna beltline/TH 14 improvements
Steele County Transportation PlanSteele County Transportation Plan









DemoDemo
•• Parcel Creation/MaintenanceParcel Creation/Maintenance

•• Rural AddressingRural Addressing

•• CCGISCCGIS

•• GIS web siteGIS web site



Questions?Questions?

Dave Wavrin
GIS Coordinator

P.O. Box 890
630 Florence Ave

Owatonna MN 55060
507-444-7489

dave.wavrin@co.steele.mn.us


