Southeastern Minnesota Counties GIS Users Group Meeting Minutes
Rochester, MN: 9:30am — 2:30pm, Wednesday, February 9", 2005

Attendees:

Sarah Midler, Goodhue County
Michelle Trager, Rice County

Eric Miller, Jones Haugh & Smith

Heidi Andrist, City of Rochester — Rochester Public Utilities
Greg Rowley, Rochester Public Utilities
Leanne Knott, City of Red Wing

Jeanne Franz, City of Winona

Phil Rosendale, City of Wabasha

Scott Knutti, GeoSpatial Services

Mark Engel, Yaggy Colby Associates
Kevin Morrissey, Rochester Public Works
Dave Pesch, Olmsted County

Tom Hoffman, Winona County

Dave Wavrin, Steele County

Jeremy Maul, Fillmore SWCD

Shawn Gertken, Wabasha County
Khalid Mubarak, City of Rochester
Danea Larson, Fillmore SWCD

Mary Sheehan, Olmsted County

Bruce Whetstone, Olmsted County
Dave Wittman, Olmsted County

Ron Hensley, Olmsted County

Ryan Moore, Rochester Public Works

Introductions:
There were 8+ new people who attended the meeting.

Presentation: “Olmsted County Planning/GIS — Parcel Mapping Techniques” — Dave Wittman
(The full version of this powerpoint presentation is available in pdf format on the users group website)

*1974 began department
*Have written many amls to bring their AutoCAD parcel drawings into Arcinfo
They run the main script once a month when whole townships need to be updated.

Presentation: “Rochester Public Utilities — Utilizing GIS Data in the Field” — Greg Rowley
(The full version of this powerpoint presentation is available in pdf format on the users group website)

* Migrated from using Map Books in the field to projects on laptops in each vehicle

*Took some time for staff to adjust to utilizing the digital information instead of the map books but now
the majority of staff prefers the computer projects to the map books.

LIVE DEMO:

*Currently use 2004 high resolution aerial photos

*Staff uses the ArcMap trace tool for their utility lines data to do routing. Also works well to see who
would be affected if they need to take down a certain transformer etc.



Questions for presenter:

*How often is the data updated for the utility trucks?
-Weekly basis by using a USB memory stick. Will be going to wireless updates in the future.
-Currently, only GIS staff has access to make changes and updates to the files for the fieldwork.

Presentation: *“Rochester Public Works — Making Map Books in ArcGIS 9.0 with FREE DSMap Book

Sample” — Ryan Moore
(The full version of this powerpoint presentation is available in pdf format on the users group website.)

*Try out the FREE developer sample from ESRI. You must install the Developers Online Help or you
can go online and search for the file.

“Samples—> Cartography—>Map Production->DS Map Book”

*Map pages export to pdf format very well

*Olmsted County currently uses Map Books for Water Hydrants, Sanitary Sewers, and Storm Sewers.
Map books have also been created with contour data and aerial photos for the City of Rochester. Staff is
using these maps to identify storm sewer water retention ponds.

LIVE DEMO
e Tips & Tricks:

o Convert the scale bar to a graphic and then it will stay in the same place for each of the
Map Book pages.

o Click on the “Title” text box, then go to “Map Series” and right click to select “tag as
title”. The Title text box will now change for each page. (For example, you’re printing
maps for each township, the title will change to list the correct township for each map.)

o0 The field you use for the map book page number has to be a character field type, not a
number!

Kevin M. — You can create a pdf of your map/s and then store them on the field laptop. You’ll be able to
get away from paper maps but still have the information available in the field.

Ryan M. — Also trying to work with Arc Reader and Publisher to help get data out in the field. ArcReader
is able to use SID files whereas ArcExplorer cannot support SID files.

Group Discussion:

*Michelle T.: In ArcExplorer, not able to print from the view. The page prints with a blank box instead of
the map. Has anyone else run into this problem before? Has listed this problem on the online ESRI help
but no one has responded to this issue.

*Tom H.: Could possibly be due to problems with the printer drivers. Try a different print driver to see if
that will fix the problem.

Next Meeting:

May 2005: Dave Wavrin of Steele County volunteered to host the next users group meeting in Owatonna.
An email notice will be sent out when more details become available. Please contact Dave if there are
any topics or information that you would like to have presented at the meeting. dwavrin@co.steele.mn.us




