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Southeastern MN GIS Users Group – Meeting Minutes 
August 23rd, 2012 

Cascade Meadow Wetlands & Environmental Science Center  
2900 19th Street NW, Rochester, MN 55901 

 
Attendees: 

 Sarah Schrader – Goodhue County 
 Leanne Knott – City of Red Wing 
 Ryan Babler – Kor Partners 
 George Jordan – WSN 
 Dan Krzoska – Houston County 
 Bryan Erickson – Rice County 
 Mark Engel – Yaggy Colby 
 Christiane Schwieder – USDA NRCS 
 Jerrod Klug – Rochester Public Utilities 
 Jay Forstner – Rochester Public Utilities 
 Beau Kennedy – Goodhue SWCD 
 Ryan Moore – Rochester Public Utilities 
 Nels Rasmussen – Rochester Public Works 
 Lawrence Svien – Zumbro Watershed  

Partnership 
 Hal Watson – DNR 
 Zeb Thomas – DNR 

 Tom Hoffmann – Winona County 
 Alan Laumeyer – Goodhue County 
 Todd Zielsdorf – Winona County 
 Joe Sapletal – Dakota County 
 Joel Thoreson – Olmsted County 
 Ashley Ignatius – St. Mary’s University 
 Ben Ogren – McGhie & Betts 
 Michelle Trager – Rice County 
 Jeanne Franz – City of Winona 
 Greta Bernatz – St. Mary’s University 
 Shawn Gertken – Wabasha County 
 Brandon Tourtelotte – Compass Tools, Inc. 
 Andrew Remick – Cascade Meadow 
 Kevin Morrissey – Rochester Public Works 
 Dave Wittman – Olmsted County 
 Eric Miller – Jones Haugh and Smith  

 
Introductions: 
There were 32 attendees for this meeting making it the highest attended so far!  
Seven new members attended this meeting. 
 
Overview of Cascade Meadow Wetlands & Environmental Science Center: 
Andrew Remick-Cascade Meadow 

 Cascade Meadow opened in June 2011 and was developed on 100 acres of 
land that was originally purchased in the 1990’s by the nearby Rochester 
Athletic Club.  The center focuses on educating the public on water and 
energy sustainability.   

 The property includes seven types of native restored wetlands and native 
prairie habitats.  The grounds also include trails and smaller wind turbines 
and solar panels.  There is also a 10 acre lake on the property which helps 
heat and cool the main building through geothermal energy.  The main 
building is approximately 16,000 square feet and is LEED Platinum certified.   

 Cascade Meadow has partnered with several organizations to offer the 
educational experiences for visitors.  The partner agencies include: 

o Zumbro Watershed District 
o Rochester Public Utilities  
o Rochester Water Reclamation Plant 
o Rochester Public Works Department 

 The exhibits are free and open to the public Thursdays-Saturdays 10am-4pm.  
Facilities are available to be reserved for meetings and events.  
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 For more information, please visit their website:  
http://www.cascademeadow.org  
 

ESRI Top 10 for 10.1 and Other Resources:  Sarah Schrader-Goodhue County 
(Handouts from this presentation are available on the users group website) 

 ESRI’s ArcGIS version 10.1 is now available and includes many updates and 
changes.  There is a lot of resources available online to learn more about 
what’s new in version 10.1. 

 ESRI is hosting a half-day free seminar on Wednesday, September 26th to 
review what’s new in version 10.1.  The seminar will be from 8am-12noon 
and will be held at the Sofitel hotel in Bloomington.  To register and for more 
information about this seminar, click on the following link: 
http://www.esri.com/events/seminars/arcgis-101/registration/index.html  

 Top 10 improvements in 10.1:   
o Locating projections 
o Tracking feature editing 
o Geotagging photos 
o Loading GPS data 
o Converting KML files 
o Making multi-scale maps 
o Simplifying geodatabase administration 
o Improving labeling 
o Using dynamic legends 
o Simple sharing with the share-as menu 

 
Minnesota DNR and the Geospatial Data Resource Site:  Hal Watson & Zeb 
Thomas-DNR 
(The full version of this presentation is available on the users group website) 

 The Minnesota DNR has over 100 offices around the state and desktop GIS is 
a standard tool for many DNR staff.  DNR staff developed the Geospatial Data 
Resource Site (GDRS) as a way to more easily share data across their offices. 

 The GDRS was developed in C# and .NET and focuses on three areas – Data, 
Tools, and Metadata. 

 GDRS is independent so it can be connected through a network or can also be 
stored locally on a PC or laptop.  A user does not have to be connected to the 
internet in order to connect to a GDRS. 

 There are many benefits to this data sharing solution such as: 
o Having a common publishing platform 
o Apps are easily accessible 
o Reduces redundancy 
o GDRS is available for both LINUX and Windows  

 For more information, click on the following link: 
ftp://ftp.dnr.state.mn.us/pub/gisftp/GDRS/Using%20the%20Minnesota%20DNR%
20Public%20GDRS%20to%20Create%20a%20stand-alone%20GDRS.pdf  
 

http://www.cascademeadow.org/
http://www.esri.com/events/seminars/arcgis-101/registration/index.html
ftp://ftp.dnr.state.mn.us/pub/gisftp/GDRS/Using the Minnesota DNR Public GDRS to Create a stand-alone GDRS.pdf
ftp://ftp.dnr.state.mn.us/pub/gisftp/GDRS/Using the Minnesota DNR Public GDRS to Create a stand-alone GDRS.pdf
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Conservation using LIDAR and Spatial Analysis:  Beau Kennedy-Goodhue SWCD 
(The full version of this presentation is available on the users group website) 

 The Goodhue Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) staff uses LIDAR 
almost every day for their projects.  Goodhue County collected LIDAR data in 
2001 and the Goodhue SWCD was able to use that data after becoming a 
member agency in the Goodhue County GIS Users Group.   

 SWCD staff uses tools created by the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS) to help run analyses such as tillage transects, buffer layouts, and 
contour buffers. 

 Examples of how the SWCD staff utilizes the LIDAR data are: 
o Creating a Stream Power Index 
o Creating a Terrain Index 
o Creating cost estimates for projects 
o Analysis for Grade Stabilization Structures (earthen dams) 

 SWCD staff uses the 2ft contour data as well as other LIDAR information 
formats – DEM, Percent Slope, Hillshade, Flow Accumulation, and Flow 
Direction.  

 Beau held a free training in the summer of 2011 for other SWCD GIS staff to 
learn ways how to use LIDAR for their projects. 

 Using the LIDAR data helps save hours of staff time for each project.   
 
General Discussion: 

 Updates from Members: 
o The NRCS has updated soils information in the Access databases 

available for download online and in the Web Soil Survey. The soil 
boundary delineations have not changed but the details about those 
soils have changed. 

o Dakota County is interested in partnering with the 11-county 
Southeast MN counties for the GoSoutheastMN.com active living web 
and mobile applications. 

 Update from the Statewide Geospatial Council: Michelle Trager-Rice County 
o The Proposed Digital Cadastral Attribute Data Transfer Standard for 

Minnesota is currently open for public review 
(http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/standards/parcel_attrib
/parcel_attrib.html) until November 2, 2012. 

o MN LiDAR information is available on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/minnesotalidar 

o On July 1, 2012 MnGeo became part of MN.IT (Minnesota Information 
Technology): http://mn.gov/oet/ 

 Update from the MN GIS/LIS Consortium: Michelle Trager and Sarah 
Schrader 

o Registration is now open for the 2012 GIS/LIS Fall Conference and 
Workshops.  https://m360.mngislis.org/event.aspx?eventID=53263  

http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/standards/parcel_attrib/parcel_attrib.html
http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/standards/parcel_attrib/parcel_attrib.html
https://www.facebook.com/minnesotalidar
http://mn.gov/oet/
https://m360.mngislis.org/event.aspx?eventID=53263
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o Thanks to the GIS/LIS Consortium for helping sponsor this event by 
covering the facility rental fees and the cost of the morning 
refreshments. 

 Update about the GoSoutheastMN application: Tom Hoffmann-Winona 
County 

o Site usage continues to be an average of around 200 visits per month.   
o We need to find better ways to advertise for this great regional 

resource. 
o There is a small group of county GIS staff who originally worked on 

the GoSoutheastMN project and now meet to  
 County data sharing 

o A small group of county GIS staff are meeting to work on setting up an 
ftp-type site for County GIS staff in the SE region so that we can more 
easily share important datasets such as road centerlines, addresses, 
and municipal boundaries, for emergency or dispatch 911 purposes. 

 
 
Meeting ended at 12:05pm 
Next meeting will be held in late fall. 
 
 
 


