
Southeastern Minnesota GIS Users Group 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Rice County Government Services Building – Faribault, MN – February 26, 2015   9:30-12:00 

pm  

 

Attendees:  

Chad Nunemacher – Houston Engineering                           Joel Thoreson – Olmsted County 

Leanne Knott – Goodhue County                                            Jenny Mocol – Rice County 

Andrew King-Scribbens – Hennepin County                          Dave Wavrin – OPU 

Kate Meixell – OPU                                                                    Todd Zielsdorf – Winona County 

Michelle Trager – Rice County                                                 Greta Poser – St. Mary’s University 

Josh Schoen – Rice County                                                       Teresa Ennis – Rice County 

Shawn Gerkin – Wabasha County                                           Jay Forstner - RPU 

Nick Meyers – Bolton Menck                                                   Ryan Moore - RPU 

Dan Krzoka – Houston County                                                  

 

9:30 am     Meeting Started    

 

Rice County GIS Update 
Michelle Trager – Rice County 
 

 Michelle discussed recent Rice County GIS projects including an update on Highway 
Assets with data collected by two summer interns in 2014. Highway assets collected 
included culverts points, bridge points, guardrail points, bridge polygons and guardrail 
lines.  

 The City of Lonsdale collected assets data and shared those updates with Rice County. 
Assets included sewer manholes, culverts, water system valves, signs, storm water catch 
basins, water hydrants and storm water manholes. 

 Michelle demonstrated several Rice County ArcGIS Online applications including 
Community Corrections, Social Services (daycares), Torren’s Parcels, Highway Assets and 
Rice County Historic Place.  

 Rice County is working with Houston Engineering to collect Spring Creek Watershed data 
including subcatchments, outlets, conduits, storage, junctions and dividers. Project 
completion is scheduled for summer 2015.  

 The Upper Cannon River Watershed Project represents a collaboration between Rice, 
Steele, Waseca, and LeSeuer counties and the Cannon River Partnership. Updates will 
include the drainage database, ditch inventory, BMPs, and hydrologically reconditioned 
DEM. Outcomes will include workshops and a web viewer. 

 
 



 
Hennepin County Community Corrections GIS 
Andrew King-Scribbens – Hennepin County 
 

 Andrew King-Scribbens presented information on the utilization of GIS for corrections in 
Hennepin County. 

 Andrew showed examples of static maps and reports for corrections including 
publication of time series maps on crime concentrations. He also demonstrated a 
standardized address finder application for use by Hennepin County employees.  

 Additional demonstrations included an ArcGIS Online Operations Dashboard and routing 
application for Sentence to Service. Future application development will include 
mapping facilities and Jail to Community, an app that will enable newly released inmates 
to connect to services for re-integration. 

 
 
GIS Predictive Model of Potential Undiscovered Native American Archeology 
Sites for the Red Wing Locality 
Leanne Knott – Goodhue County 
 

 Leanne Knott presented on her St. Mary’s University of Minnesota MGIS graduate 
capstone study topic on creating a predictive model for potential undiscovered ancient 
Native American archeological sites within the Red Wing Locality.  

 The presentation covered the historic context, value of research, data collection for the 
predictive model, methodologies, analysis and outputs for the Parcel Weighted Index 
Model, and future investigations. 

 Data inputs included elevation, surface hydrology, geomorphology, historic vegetation, 
and known sites.  

 Outputs included a final map showing parcels with a probability rating of High Potential, 
Medium Potential or Low Potential for undiscovered sites. 

 Leanne discussed future investigations using LiDAR and aerial imagery. She also 
demonstrated an archeology WebApp Builder application for use by City of Red Wing 
Planning and Zoning staff.   

 
 
Discussion on ArcGIS Online, Parcel Fabric, Amazon Servers, Mobile Web Apps, 
GIS Staff, and WebApp Builder 
Greta Poser Facilitator – St. Mary’s University of Minnesota 
 

 Greta Poser facilitated a group discussion asking for input and feedback on some of the 
newer platforms and technologies related to mobile GIS. Some of the feedback included 
the following 
1. The need for simpler workflows. 
2. Users are becoming more comfortable with the new mobile platforms. 



3. RPU is currently utilizing ArcGIS Online Collector for inspections, hydrants routes, 
and search by address. 

4. Functionality issues vary by device (Apple/Android) and browser versions. 
5. Hennepin County is utilizing AGOL for a wide variety of inspections.  
6. Database integration is an ongoing issue. 

 
Statewide Update 
 

 Michelle Trager provided an update from the various statewide agencies. The 
Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium Spring Workshops are scheduled at the University of 
Minnesota Campus on May 20th. Remote learning sites will include Rochester and 
Mankato. 

 Minnesota GIS/LIS is looking for committee volunteers to help with planning the State 
Conference which will be held in Duluth. 

 The Statewide Geospatial Advisory Council is also looking for volunteers. 

 MnGeo is continuing to migrate DNR Data Deli and MnDOT data into their Geospatial 
Commons platform. 

 Leanne Knott will be hosting the next Southeastern MN GIS Users Group Meeting on 
Thursday, August 6th at the City of Red Wing. 

 

12:oo pm     Meeting Adjourned 

 

 

 

 

 

** Members are encouraged to present at a future meeting and to offer suggestions of vendors or 

other agencies to present. Please contact a Steering Committee  member or the next meeting’s 

host if you are interested in presenting. 

 

 

Jay Forstner                                                                                                  Greta Poser 
GIS Coordinator                                                                                            St. Mary’s University of MN 
JForstner@RPU.ORG                                                                                   gcbern07@smumn.edu                                                                                      
Rochester Public Utilities                                                                            Resource Analysis Dept. (GIS) 
Phone: (507) 280-1609                                                                                Phone:  (507) 457-8739 

 
Leanne Knott                                                                                                Ashley Ignatius 
GIS Specialist                                                                                                 GIS Analyst - MPCA 
Leanne.Knott@ci.red-wing.mn.us                                                            Ashley.Ignatius@state.mn.us                                                                                        
City of Red Wing                                                                                           Resource Analysis Dept. (GIS) 
Phone: (651) 385-3619                                                                                Phone: (507) 206-2614 
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Michelle Trager                                                                                            Meredie Sexton 
GIS Coordinator                                                                                            Emergency Management Assoc. 
mtrager@co.rice.mn.us                                                                             sexton.meredie@mayo.edu    

Rice County                                                                                                    Mayo Clinic 

Phone:  (507) 332-5950                                                                               Phone:  (507) 538-1916                                                                                 
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